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Recommendation To agree changes to the terms of reference of the 
Sustainable Development Fund Committee and 
Grants Advisory Panel.

1.1 Introduction or Background

The Sustainable Development Fund was established in 2000 and for many years was ring 
fenced by the Welsh Government as a separate funding stream.  In latter years the fund 
has been absorbed into core funding and it has been the Authority’s decision to maintain 
the fund in order to support community projects which further its aims and objectives.  
Over the years the criteria for applications have been modified to align with these.

The success of the fund in providing start-up funding and maintaining projects across the 
Park has been the subject of positive publicity and has benefited the reputation of the 
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Authority in supporting its communities.  An annual report is made to the Authority 
each year with details of funded projects.

1.2 Proposals

Following the implementation of the new governance structure agreed by the NPA in 
June 2018, new terms of reference have been drawn up for the Authority's committees 
as appropriate. The Chair and members of the Sustainable Development Fund 
Committee have considered their existing terms of reference, and revised them to 
improve their clarity of purpose, with no substantive changes. They have also 
considered and revised the terms of reference of the Grants Advisory Panel, in 
consultation with members of that panel. The Grants Advisory Panel comprises 
members of other organisations, town and community councils and members of the 
public.

One proposed change is the introduction of fixed terms for members of the Grants 
Advisory Panel of four years, with the possibility of renewal, thereby allowing for open 
advertisement and recruitment of experts, while recruitment of three town or 
community councillors will continue to be by council nomination from western, central 
and eastern regions.  However, it was the unanimous view of the Grants Advisory Panel 
that the existing members should start a four year term of office on the date the 
Authority approves the terms of reference.  As there is likely to be a natural turnover 
during this period it is not envisaged that the whole panel will change in four years time.  

1.3 Implications

The revised terms of reference also introduce and/or clarify some governance aspects 
such as the voting and appeals procedures which will make the work of the committee 
more transparent.

1.4 Risk

There could be a risk in terms of the grant process being challenged if it is not clearly 
laid down.

1.5 Conclusion

The Authority is asked to consider and approve the changes to the terms of reference.

RECOMMENDATION: To agree changes to the terms of reference of the 
Sustainable Development Fund Committee and Grants Advisory Panel.


